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REPLY COMMENTS ON PETITION FOR RULEMAKING

AirTouch Satellite Services US, Inc. (“AirTouch”), supports the proposal
submitted by the National Telecommunications and Information Administration(“NTIA”)
to establish certain mobile earth terminal (“MET”) out-of-band emissions criteria.
AirTouch is the exclusive service provider for the GLOBALSTAR" satellite service in the
United States. As such, AirTouch filed for blanket MET authorization'. AirTouch has
been closely involved with the complex domestic and international standards
development for MET use in the 1610 to 1626.5 MHz band (earth to space). This band
is adjacent to the 1559 to 1610 MHz band used for ARNS services such as GPS and
GLONASS. Through these domestic and international processes, AirTouch has worked
to communicate the specific performance capabilities necessary for our system
deployment of Globalstar terminals. Part of this process included, in-band and out-of-
band ARNS compatibly. Though technology, and therefore terminal modeis, are

constantly evolving, the fact remains that severe restrictions on out-of band emissions
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below 1610 MHz could drive up MET size and weight and possibly reduce battery talk
time. This could ultimately impair system capacity and market acceptance. AirTouch,
while not conceding that these levels are necessary to protect GNSS receivers,
believes that the NTIA proposal is a delicate compromise that should be supported.
This time-phased approach is consistent with the scheduled earliest deployment of
GLONASS for use with GNSS. AirTouch further believes that any more stringent out-of
band requirements than those outlined in the September 23, 1997 FCC Public Notice,
before the year 2005, could impose severe, unreasonable and unnecessary hardships
upon MSS providers at no additional benefit to the ARNS users in the adjacent band.
Additionally, AirTouch is also actively working in the international standards bodies to
bring their proposed emission limits for CDMA METs into alignment with NTIA’s
proposal.

Finally, it is AirTouch’s understanding that terminals already meeting the wide-
band emission level of -70dBW/MHz will be in compliance with the final emission limit

and therefore not subject to any constraints resulting from the time phased approach.
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